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Newsletter of the Toodyay Friends of the River

Re-commencement has been made on the dredging of silt
-laden pools along our Avon River involving work at Brookton,
Beverley, York, Northam (Katrine) and Toodyay. Inclement
weather initially held up work on
bl erds Pool s; however, much wor Kk
plished in restoration of them to their former beauty.

The Hon. Grant Woodhams MLA, Member for Moore, was
guest of the Friends and taken on an extensive excursion
down -river from Toodyay. He saw, first hand, results of the silta-
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Presidents Page by Gaven Donegan, President

The years of 2008 and 2009 have been years of move sand was in the Avon Valley National Park, 17 kms down
and action along the Avon River, west of Toodyay to river.

site. The Toodyay Friends of the River have been invc
with the Department of Water, Northam, with remova
sand from river pools and reporting any new happening
the river.

Strahanés Crossing is very in
the river environment and as a crossing for farmers, land-
owners and emergency vehicles. 30 ton of stone was deliv-
ered, in two loads, to maintain the crossing in good repair.

The Hon. Grant Woodhams MLA visited the Avon River
travelling downstream from Toodyay to the Upper Swan,
Great Northern Highway, on 25th March 2009. Grant had
travelled through the Avon Gorge and the Avon valley Na-
tional Park by train but this was his first trip by road. Grant
took a keen interest in the history of the river and the out-

Long Pool, situated 16 kms west of Toodyay is the lcstanding scenery through the Avon Gorge and said he
est pool on the river between Toodyay and the upper {would like to do the trip again travelling west to east. |
Bridge on the Swan River. It is 1.2 kms long and is a thank Bernard Kelly, Department of Water, Northam,
kilometre full of sand. In October 2008 a floating dre Wayne Clarke, Toodyay Friends of the River, and Peter
was moved into Long Pool by the Department of We Robinson, a local reporter, for helping out on the trip.
Northam, and 6,000 metres of sand was removed to a
of between 2 and 3 metres over a 100 metre section
sand was pumped into an old dirt pit between the river
the railway line. The soil taken from the pit originally v John loved the river. He was always available to help out
used for the building of the railway line; with the repla along the river banks, carrying a plastic bag to collect rub-
ment soil from the pool the area will be revegetated. bish when he and his wife, Theone, went for their walks.
will put the land back to its original state. His favourite walk track was between Duidgee Park and the

Cobbler Pool, 19 kms west of Toodyay is the overn Avonbanks Caravan Park.

camp for the first leg of the Avon Descent White W: Past memories will not be forgotten.
Race.

Jimperding Pool is on private property, Deepdale Fi
situated 13 kms from Toodyay township. The Pool is
kilometre in length and full of sand. The new owners
Deepdale have removed 10,000 metres of sand fror
pool at their own cost. The sand has been spilekl above
the high water level and is to be used on the farm.

In January 2009 the Toodyay Friends of the River lost a
valuable member, John Pyle.

The pool was filling with sand and had a large sand b
the middle. The Department of Water had arranged
6Long Reach Excavatord t
It was to be carted away by truck to stock pile abovg
high water mark. On checking the pool for the sand
Bernard Kelly, Waterways Program Manager, North
could not find the sand bér it had disappeared! Bernar:
in a small boat, checked every section of the poolties
sand had gone!

The Toodyay Friends of the River have 22 reporting
tions along the Avon River. These are from Katrine,s
kms east of Toodyay and in the Northam Shire, to the ¢
Northam Highway where the highway crosses the §
River, a total of 60 kms west of Toodyay.

Members and landowners each have been allocated a sec- o . )
tion to survey and report on. Surveys were done in Fefpgve: Gaven Donegan explaining the sediment issues to Hon Grant

ary 2009 and brought to the April meeting. All reports wéfgedhams MLA. L to R: Bernard Kelly (DoW), Gaven Donegan,
received with great interest Hon. Grant Woodhams, rear Peter Robinson. Photo: Wayne Clarke

At the meeting it was reported that sand had washed out
of Cobbler Pool and had moved to two locations further
downstream. The first was two kilometres from Cobdfet f t he ex a_mp |_ e o f_ t.h € AV. on se
Pool just below Goombawongi Crossing on the north Sgie" for the fate of the rivers in the region, its destruction
of the main stream canal of the river. The second depositioff | not have been completely i

(George Kendrick 1976, Page 9 of this issue Bfddip)
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— drastically altered the ecosystem with the loss of fresh
Local MLA Vvisits water mullet and cobbler, reduced numbers of turtles
and fewer areas for water birds to feed.
Dredging work on Long Pool, originally 1.2kms in

Familiarising State politicians with the plight of the upl_ength, was shown to Grant but time limited inspection

per reaches of the Avon River has been the tyese of progress at Cobblers Pool. Weed invasion and feral
aspiration of President. Gaven Donedan pig destruction of the riverine environment were noted.
CI)Jn 25 March 2009’the Membergfor. Moore |_lonl?eral pig traps, installed by the Department of Conser-

Grant Woodhams MLA, was guest of Gaven, WaynV@t'On and Enwronm_ent, were also inspected.
Grant found the trip downstream one of knowledge

Clarke, Treasurer of the Friends, Bernard Kelly, Pro- d enlightening of the plight of the Avon River and

an
gram Manager, Waterway Assessment and Restoratll%r‘:é grave consequences to the health of the Swan River.

Department of Water, and community member, Pe e was presented with a history of the Toodyay Friends
Robinson. Grant was taken downstream from Toodya(}/T tph e River yé The gZiyOOs&) 5F o

through the Avon Valley and Walyunga National Parks nd a copy of their newslett

to the exit at Ellenbrook via the railway reserve (thegeocumentation of works along the River from Brookton

aggiear:eprnge%?:g ;ohﬁ):ttél:fl ﬁffﬁssp)&on River as he nsd downstream, describing the attempt to rehabilitate

known it throughout his life as a youngster growing e riverine environment and its tributaries, was pre-
up, working with his Father on properties in the vicinit r:antded to hm} by the Department of Water. All voted
of the River, droving sheep, riding horses along t ¢ day one of success.
banks and fighting fires in the nearby hills.

Grant was given an explanation of the movement of
sediment along the Avon from Brookton through Be .
erley, York, Northam and Toodyay and beyond t Web Page O era’uonal
gether with an account of the River Training Scher
(RTS) of the 19506s and by Wayne Clarke, Webmaster |
were founded on a water course and, with the River {ic-

guently flooding, the local governing bodies urged thf.a1 e Taod . . .
. . , . n yay Friends of P? River Website deyelopment
e g of tne et et s Tendere 10 BeaE dormpietod th KalS onRdomity el 8 N t
i

deepening and ripping of the river bed has rendere al. This has been quite a challenge for me, and | have

unstable resulting in constant movement of silt that h 24 to learn how to wend my way through masses of on
filled most of the river pools along its length. In th‘ﬁn tutorials and software guides. However, the site is now

past, ther.(.e were 26 beautiful, deep pools downstreanm 3 pletely operational, interesting, and hopefully of assis-
Northam 1 there are now only two downstream of L
ance to both members and 6vi

Toodyay. '_I'hes_e pool_s, Long_ and Co_bblgr POQIS’ AThe first challenge was to understand some of the terms
both experiencing sedimentation resulting in their graF-h at go together t davanSeribe, u p

Desraé Clarke

emen

ual destruction. It has been observed that silt, in the . .
. o -lahguage that sits behind the scene (or screen) that when
form of fine sand, has been passing into the Swan River

over the past 6 years! appli ed pmoo gr(enatheb terd | am getting

Also, as a result of the RTS, the Avon River and i sed to, rather than programme), a web page appears.
here are a host casdading stee r t

tributaries are now predominantly saline. Salinity has%eeté Spryoelements  ameth tagd ) t hat need

Below: Hon Grant Woodhams MLA and Bernard Kelly looking até{mderStOOd’ and applied, that go together to make a web

ig trap in the Avon Valley National Park. page operational. . . .
pigtrap Y Unless you are interested in web design, all you really

need to know is what our site offers. Currently it has all

0 u r Biddip | oaded, i nformati on
(including an application form), our sponsors (including

the Bendigo Bank, who sponsor our site), our Projects, the
Seed Orchard, River Recovery Plans, our Constitution and
Code of Conduct, and a Privacy Statement.

Stage Two will be developed over the next few months,
when | get more adept at development. It will include a
section for members, where they can log in via a password,
and load their section reports or view previous reports.
Meanwhile, enjoy our website at:

www.toodyayfor.org.au
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VALE JOHN PYLE 12 DRUMM(;II\I\%I:DK ADJACENT

The Toodyay Friends of the River, and the community This house was built in 1890 by brothers Henry and James
large, have suffered at the loss of John, an avid comm Hasell and occupied by Henry and his wife, Annie (nee Wood).
member in many areas of Toodyay. They brought up seven children. The eldest, Percy, was killed in
John, born in Rotterdam, Holland, immigrated to Austri action at Ypres, France in 1917. Two of his sisters (Gertrude
as a young man following the completion of his univer: 5n stella) taught at the Ten Mile State School. | have been told
studies in Agricultural Science. His first posting was in Cinat two of the girls became nuns. The house passed to the
berra followed by many work moves around Australia. youngest boy, James, who lived with his wife, Alice, in the city

\_John and Theon_e met in Kununurra, they married and and conducted a very successful hardware business in Welling-
tinued with a number of ItonStreet )

to finally settle in Western Australia. The Tood h ied b . ft i
With the shift to live in Toodyay John became very int, € Toodyay nouse was occupied by a succession ottenants

ested in the Toodyay Friends of the River group. He tool including sone QS military personnel. There have been storigs
the position of inaugural treasurer and assisted with this |of chooks living in the undercroft. The structure was both muti-
tion till his illness in 2008. John contributed an article e 1ated and neglected. After the death of her husband, Alice sold
tled 6 Ten VYears On éé. . o thehouse, ina ruinous condition, to a local builder who dig g g
tion of 6Bi ddi pé, Vol ume lot of work to improve it, and installed tenants. | broughtsthe r v
and aspirations of the pathway along the River he property in 1987.
Theone enjoyed to walk. At that time there was a | arg

Johnos great |l ove of h i ble and assorted detritus at the bottom of the garden and ovdd-i
daughtetin-law, Karen and darling granddaughter, Olivflowing onto the river bank. One of my earlier projects was to
(Olivia called him Opah, Dutch for grandfather) was so thire a backhoe and loader to clear and level the bottom of the
dent. garden so | could build a back fence. In the process | removed

John worked incessantly in his garden, growing beau five trailer loads of assorted rubbish, but a lot more was pushed
flowers, vegetables and fruit trees, was ruled by his little oyer the bank. | disregarded this for many years whilst | got on
)'\l/gssgc’)niquur?i?)\//?)rzgﬂlii:ilgnzf his time to a number of T¢yith developing the garden. Eventually | turned my attention to

) . . ._planting behind the back fence and this practice has slowly ac-
The members of the Toodyay Friends of the River enjc celerated by trial and error. As in the garden, there were arlot of

Johnés company and wil|l . . ac
ready chuckle, (or deeproated laught), his love of th ff';ulures and there are many gaps to be filled, but at the same

Avon River and his ready , time, | have recently removed gnotht_er two t_railer !oads of irgn,

Deepest sympathy is extended to Theone and her Farr glass anq masonry. .Some rubbish _v_wll remain buried where, to-
gether with my planting, helps stabilize the steep bank.

I plan to extend my revegetation laterally behind the
neighbouring properties. My plants includicalyptus loxo-
phleba and E. rudis, totalling 36, Acacia microbotrya, A.
saligna, A. acuminata, totalling 36, Callistemon phoeniceus,
Calothamnus asper, totaling 9, Malaleuca adnata, M, viminea,
M. rhaphiophylla, M. bracteata, totaling 25, Hakea priessii,

Right: totaling 7, Casuarina obese, Allocasurina heugeliana, A.
John Pyle campestris, totalling 37Many of these have been donated by
on the Beth and Robert Boase (Arinya Tree Farm), and some are from
causeway the Toodyay Seed Orchard. Others have germinated naturally in
at Long my garden and | have potted them up progressively through the
Pool in summer and planted out in the autumn.

February Weeds are beyond my power to control adequately, so | ig-
2005. It nore them. All my successful plantings (approximately 100)
was taken have overcome the competition and should grow to a minimum
in the heat height of 1.5 metres.

of summer. High water events in January 2006 and August 2008 have
Photo: inundated many of the small trees but they all survived. | have

driven permanent stakes to record high water levels.

Bethan Lloyd
Bob Frayne, 18 May 2009
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FERAL PIGS AND ANCAC

Feral pig infestation is an aged problem espe- and dangerous.
cially in areas that have availability of moist terrain Murdock University has been involved in research in
such as river, creek and swamplands. Theyarera-he f er al pig problem with
silient animals and with the production of large lit- radio tracking collars that are placed firmly around the
ters their numbers are difficult to control espe-ani mal s6 neck.
cially in hilly terrain. a) Blood and gut samples are checked for carcase dis-
The Avon Nature Conservation Advisory Committee ease. Results have shown relatively clean carcases
(ANCAC) took a bus trip on the 6th March 2009 down- except for ticks that carry their own microbes.
stream from Toodyay along the railway reserve, forb) Radio tracking collars have been applied to six ani-
approximately 40kms, to gain knowledge on the control  mals including a 90kg boar. As a solitary animal, the
of feral pigs by the Department of Environment and boar was found to have a range of 4kms while the
Conservation. John Snowden, a Park Manager with his five remaining animals, a mix of smaller boars and
base at Jarrahdale, manages a large area including sows, had a range within that of the 90kg animal.
Walyunga National Park, Dwellingup, Jarrahdale andc) A temperature apparatus was surgically inserted into
Mundaring; John gave an excellent presentation of his the groin of one of the five smaller animals to note
work in the control of feral pigs. the area range, type of feed, etc. Unfortunately, the
Throughout the lower portion of the State in wetland  radio tracking device became problematic so the
areas, along waterways used as corridors, in forest and data was lost.
water catchment areas feral pigs are a problem. They) Genetic studies of trapped animals were attended by
cause extensive erosion with their diggings, are adan- t he Uni versity with resul't
ger to small livestock, spread weeds as they root for aparté with the ani mal s r e
Watsonia and Guildford grass bulbs and are a danger- The other interesting observation was that most ani-
ous animal to confront. mals are black with an occasional black and white, few
With State Government funding of the Biodiversity white, ginger or brown colourings and a couple with
Conservation Initiative (BCIl), much success has beenwhite socks.
recognised with the purchase of a variety of traps, food, Statistics of trappings with animal weights from 5kgs
night cameras and assistance given to farmers surrounde 95kgs:

ing areas of invasion. Unfortunately, this particular 06/07 Dwellingup 115
funding concludes 2009. Jarrahdale 64
Trapping of the animals is from November to April Mundaring Weir 82
when there are concentrations around water holes; pigs Mundaring/Walyunga NP 120
can tolerate water containing only 25800 grains of
salt (much less than sheep). Traps are sited where there 07/08 Dwellingup 83
is known pig activity such as beside resting pads, near Jarrahdale 118
feeding areas in crops and pastures or close to water- Mundaring Weir 116
ways or wallows. Mundaring/Walyunga NP 26
Although some fixed traps are utilised it has beenTo date 08/09 Dwellingup 65
found that the smaller mobile traps are more convenient Jarrahdale 86
to be assembled, disassembled and moved by one per- Mundaring Weir 20
son. There are a variety of models of traps used with the Mundaring/Walyunga NP 0

first priority being strength; steel mesh and the use of In conclusion, John believes the programme is a valu-
starpickets are materials of choice. Even so, the trapsable one having made a dent in the feral pig population.
have to be well made as the pig is both extremelylt is unlikely that feral pigs will be completely eradi-

strong and very intelligent! cated as the terrain prevents this. However, it would be
Three basic trap designs are in common use with thea bonus if the numbers could be controlled

pig entering throughonvay gat es; howeve . g . gt

trapd, a 1.2m cube that W|R%2FOfMA,\'}éAQ: -

lar choice. It is a small, transportable cage that is able to inspecting a

be carried in the tray of a utility. g\i\?otrza\%lfl‘efhe
Freefeeding is essential to attract pigs to the traps National Pgrk.
and begins before the trap is constructed. A variety of photo:
food is used including grain, apples, molasses, feed pel- Wayne Clarke
lets and, if dry conditions, water.
The trapsmust be checked every 24 houfsa hu-
mane guide line and if the trap is in the open, shade

must be provided. A stressed animal is both aggressive
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THE AVON- PAST AND PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE

Photographs:

1. Editor, President and Patron at
History Book Launch, 2008.

2. Friends AGM, August 2008
3. Dredge on Long Pool, 2008
4. Sediment stockpile from Long Poo

5. Mill arddés Pool
6 . 6Avon River B¢
Stone Wal |libn aht eng

courtesy Belle Rowe, far left).

7. Swimming at Extracts, c. 1960
courtesy Derek Donegan

8. Friends of the River work trailer, 3
purchased with assistance of the Lot:
tery Commission.

Photos 15, and 8 by Wayne Clarke

s Tl ; :
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THE AVON- PAST AND PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE

Photographs:

9. Doreen Geary with her dog Paddy
courtesy Doreen Watson

10. Jimperding Footbridge, early
1 9 0 @Hdts by Bill Srahan (courtesy
David and Viv Street)

11. Training Scheme mishap, 1959
courtesy Mildred Heath

12
12. Part of 30,000 tone removed from
Katrine Pool 200%ourtesy
Greg Warburton
13. Katrine Pool after dredging 2009
courtesy Greg Warburton
12. Jimperding Footbridge remains
2009, courtesy David and Viv Street
15. West Toodyay Bridge in 2000 flood
courtesy unkn.
16. Strahandés Crossing, 200x flood
courtesy unkn. 13
14
10
15
11
16
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